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The authors decline to reply. To the Editor: Nosocomial infections represent an important problem worldwide as a major cause of morbidity, mortality, and economic consequences.
12 Epidemiologic and etiologic characteristics of nosocomial infections have varied among countries and even among different hospitals in the same country. In this study, we determined the epidemiologic and etiologic characteristics of nosocomial infections in a Turkish university hospital for 2 years.
The study was conducted in Pamukkale University Hospital from January 2000 to December 2001. Criteria for denning nosocomial infections were those published by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 3 All data, including admission date, services, risk factors, infection sites, isolated microorganisms and their susceptibility patterns, and treatment, were recorded using SPSS software (SPSS, Inc., Chicago, IL).
A total of 666 nosocomial infections were detected in 480 (4.35%) of 11,025 patients hospitalized during 2000 and 2001 (6.04 infections per 100 patients). The relative frequency of nosocomial infection was highest in the Anesthesiology Intensive Care Unit (26%), followed by the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and the Neurosurgery Unit (Table 1) .
The most frequent types of nosocomial infections were urinary tract infections (n = 167 [25.1%]), pneumonia (n = 155 [23.3%]), bacteremia (n = 117 [17.6%]), and surgical-site infections (n = 95 [14.3%]). One hundred thirty-two other infections accounted for an additional 19.8%.
A total of 801 microorganisms were isolated from 480 patients. The most frequently isolated microorganisms were Staphylococcus aureus (18.7% [with 65% of these being methicillin-resistant S. aureus]), Pseudomonas aeruginosa (16%), coagulase-negative staphylococci (13.1%), and Acinetobacter baumannii (10.1%) ( Table 2) .
The observed attack rate of 6 infections per 100 patients in this study was consistent with the rates of 3.5% and 11.6% reported from multiple other countries. In this study, the highest infection rates involved intensive care unit patients for whom the most common nosocomial infection was pneumonia, followed by urinary tract infections. In other services, urinary tract and surgical-site infections were A Korean study reported that the most commonly isolated microorganisms were S. aureus (17.2%), P. aeruginosa (13.8%), and Escherichia coli (12.3%) . 4 A prevalence study done in Switzerland found that the leading pathogens were S. aureus (13%), E. coli (12%), and P. aeruginosa (11%). 8 Of note, 5. aureus was the most frequent cause of nosocomial infections in our hospital and 65.3% were resistant to methicillin, suggesting the need for improved control measures. 1 Colonized patients have been the primary reservoir for spread, although it can also occur from colonized HCWs. 
